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FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 


August 14 


Heyward, Du Bose STAR SPANGLED VIRGIN Farrar & Rinehart 


Not as important a book as one expects from Du Hose Heyward, and yet sing- 
ularly charming and very original. The only book I can recall that has something of 
its flavor is Madame Joussaint's Wedding Day by T. I. St. Martin (a book dear to the 
hearts of many discriminating reaaers). The setting is St. Croix, in the Virgin Is- 
lands. The period that of the Relief Administration run riot, the drama encompasses 
Adam, his woman Rhoda, and the natives who attempted to interpret in their own inimi- 
table way, their ideals and theories of the relations of men and women. It's delic-— 
iously amusing, it's satire at its best, it's refreshingly different. A book that 


has a chance for word of mouth success, given the right start. Don't overlook it! 
$2.00 


’ . / 
& eapist—te—— Ge tober le. 


Walpole, Hugh THE SEA TOWER Doubleday, Doran 


* In the first place, this is very good reading, holds the interest from first 
to last, and has that sense of impending horror that is characteristic of certain of 
Walpole's novels (The Man With The Red Hair, etc.). If Rebecca had not caught the 
imagination of the public, The Sea Tower. might have struck just that note. As it is, 
one cannot but sense a reaching out for the same market; one feels that it is vaguely 
an echo without quite the freshness of the other. The story is a mother- 
in-law -~ daughter-in-law situation, a growing hatred, as the mother's possessiveness 
finds frustration. The final break comes somewhat as an anticlimax. In plot, the 
story recalls Anne Parrish's Mr, Despondency's Daughter, though Walpole has handled 
his material with surer touch, greater mastery. Except for the Polchester setting, 


imitative, 


there is no tie-up with any of his other books. $2.50 
AND THESE ARE LEADERS IN THEIR FIELDS 
August 25 
Household, Geoffrey ROGUE MALE Little, Brown 
* This seems to me a better integrated book than The Third dour, a book which 


sustains its unity throughout (whereas the other book broke into two distinct parts). 
Household has taken the theme of a man escaping his pursuers; he has carried his man 
hunt from Poland, where an English sportsman had used the tactics used in wild animal 
chase to run down his victim, only to be captured at the last, to the moors of England, 
where he "holed up" and baffled officers of justice from two nations. The story is 
& told in the form of a diary. One gets a sense of breathless sharing of the victim's 
panic, of his zest for the hunt, of his imaginative weighing of the probable moves of 
the hunters. Exciting reading, with more of the sporting element and less of the 
psychological insight than characterized Richard Hatch's The Fugitive. Household 
shows in this book that he definitely is not just a one-book man. $2.00 
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August 29 










Cloete, Stuart WATCH FOR THE DAWN Houghton, Mifflin 


x 






Cloete proves in this second book (The Turning Wheels was a best seller two 
years ago), that he not only is steeped in his African history, but that he has an 
innate sympathy and understanding of the psychology back of the three generation 
struggle between the Boers and the English. Here is a moving story of the beginnings 
of rebellion, when the long arm of the English law reached out to touch and control 
the independent Boer farmers - and found unease, growing resentment, the seeds of hate. 
The story is dramatized in the romance of Caspar and Aletta, as he is caught in the 
pending storm, becomes a hunted man because he has shot an English officer, and finds 
that his quarrel with the English grows by leaps and bounds, along with his love. 
Dramatic, colorful and grand reading; though not as exciting a book as its predecessor. 


$2.50 

















AND DON'T OVERLOOK THESE 









A new Faith Baldwin is a sure renter, WHITE MAGIC (Farrar & Rinehart); three dark 
horses are worth investigating, JOURNEY PROUD @y Thomasine McGehee (Macmillan); Stuart 
Engstrand's THEY SOUGHT FOR PARADISE (Harper) and STARK SUMMER by James Robert Peery 
(also Harper). See below for reports. 




















PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


July 1 
Byrd, Sigman THE REDLANDER Dutton 


Local history of East Texas as a background for Dave's search for himself 
and his profession, with a melodramatic finale for the climax. Dave was orphaned by 
floods and adopted by successive members of the Daughters of the Fraternian Republic. 
In spite of pressure, he went his own way, made a name for himself, unearthed proof 
which took the foundation from under the feet of the order, and found himself launched 
on a political career. So-so in the telling, but at least it provides variation on a 


Western theme in unaffected telling of the early years of a man of destiny. $2.50 
July 14 
’ Maize, Lillian Taft STAR OF HOPE , Penn 


Homey sweet, designed for your more sedate renters, this story of Suzanne 
whose father had been imprisoned years previously for a crime he did not commit. This 
shadows Suzanne's life, even after her adoption, and ultimately she is responsible 
for tracking down the real criminal and clearing her name so that she can marry the 





doctor with the social register background $2.00 
July 17 
Goddis, David RETREAT FROM OBLIVION Dutton 


A not quite pulled-together novel about young marrieds with a certain amount 

of conjugal interchange, a great deal of brawling, and some social-minded undertones, 

6 Done in the modern manner, but doesn't quite come off, Two couples, whose matri- 
| monial wires become entangled, and another couple who also become involved. There is 


good dialogue but the story is a bit too pat, though readable enough. Rentals chief- 
ly. $2.50 





















June 15, 1939 Fictton - 227 - 


July 24 


Young, Stanley SONS WITHOUT ANGER Farrar & Rinehart 


First novel by the playwright, poet and critic. Interesting - holding, but 
inclined to overdo the melodrama. The story of four sons forced to make their own way 
when the father, who has been king pin in a Connecticut town, loses home and factory. 
Unprepared to meet the challenge, the sons take different roads:-— one tries to drink 
his way out, another, country club swaggerer, reveals a ruthless streak; the third 
shows himself to be a post-war decadent. Only the doctor son finds an answer for his 
kind and generation in service to the poor. The book reads well. It is a problem 


that many families must face. but it doesn't quite take the form one feels the author 


intends. $2.50 


/ 
P . f « 


Fay25 6 


Shippey, Lee IF WE ONLY HAD MONEY Houghton, Mifflin 


This is a pretty tired tale he tells, in his usual word-drunk manner. Babes 
in the wood, Rich and Evelyn, have lived a penniless but carefree life, nntil a Holly- 
wood magnate discovers him as a promising scenarist. Result - the little family splits 
up, and it takes a kidnapping to bring Rich to his senses and make him give’ Hollywood 


the go-by. Shippey has his rental market, but this isn't very gopd Shippey. $2.00 
July 31 
Basso, Hamilton DAYS BEFORE LENT Scribner 


A psychological-metaphysical novel of six lives interlinked through a cen- 
tral character, Jason, a scientist, in search of an answer. Hasso has told his story 
against a New Orleans in the throes of pre-Mardi Gras madness. His central character 
is linked to a motley crew of friends and family and from this world of his childhood, 
a world of interchange and human contacts, he realizes that the distinction of an 
isolated scientist's life is not for him. A book in tne Men-of-Good-Will school, with- 
out the narrative power or the perception‘to sustain the over-long dissertations and 
digressions. But Basso writes well (if too much). $2.50 


August #29 
McGehee, Thomasine JOURNEY PROUD Macmillan 


* There's good writing here, and well-drawn characters, for those not over 
weary of the Civil War as a theme. The ravages of war are simply the springboard for 
a complicated family story of the heyday and downfall of a feudal way of life in 
Virginia. The love of the land is the heritage passed on from father to son, but 
George, first son of Thomas McKay, sees the end in sight, pulls up roots and heads 
westward, to farm virgin acres and make a new life for his family. Surface of homely 
details, constant undercurrent of family pride, loyalty, devotion to Virginia and her 


tenets - and the problem of the Virginia gentleman in the changing world. $2.50 
August | bis 
Widdemer, Margaret SHE KNEW THREE BROTHERS Farrar & Rinehart 


Pretty much a "ladies only" job for the rentals, a time passer of not very 
substantial dimensions. Valentine, femme fatale, is involved in the lives of three 


brothers. This is the story of trial and error - and a right solution at the last. 
$2.00 





June 15, 1939 Fiction 
August 4 


Greig, Maysie GIRL ON HIS HANDS Doubleday, Doran 


Loryn is our gaiety girl, sweet, young and a wee bit stupid. She falls for 
a beauty contest offer and a screen test - and is left holding the bag when the play- 
boy doesn't come through. So the bounder's friend takes her on, spends his all to 
see her fail in Hollywood, almost loses her to the rotter — but finally wins out. 
She seems to be able to turn them out - and they rent somehow, somewhere. $2.00 


August 8 
McConnaughey, James STEPHEN AYRES Farrar & Rinehart 


A competent workmanlike job, which would have more vitality if it had been 
more sharply blue-pencilled. The story of Stephen Ayres might be the story of the 
average American, from poor beginnings to control of the foundry. There is an early 
marriage, a year of friction, and divorce for due cause. Then a step up the social 
ladder into the centre of social life of a mid-western town, and a second marriage, 
which nearly goes on the rocks when financial anxieties weigh them down. There are 
fine drawn and tense months, well done, and the couple pull through to sound relations. 
A segment of American life. $2.50 


August 11 4 


Boutell, Anita DEATH HAS A PAST Putnam 


Good framework for a well-told tale of passions spinning the plot." Five 
women are held in thrall by the sixth who holds the purse strings. Desperate need 
forces desperate means - all without success; Claudia demands conformity with her 
desires. A last truth telling session completes her break with reality, and one 
tragedy, at least, ends in death. Good entertainment, intelligently presented. Not 
a whodunit, but skilful handling of a crisis of action. $2.00 


August 22 
Parrott, Ursula LIFE IS FOR THE LIVING Dodd, Mead 


Not much more than a novelette, as Miss Parrott skirts the beaten light- 
love tracks, successfully avoiding the pitfalls of the happy ending, and sustaining 
well that sense of a throb in the throat. Jt is the story of two Russians and a 
multi-millionairess told episodically, spaced by the years, and tying together at 
the close. Two Russians, wealthy aristocrats, forfeit everything and emigrate to 
America, where each finds a solution of sorts in marriage. - one for money, the other 
for love, until death brings an end. One senses something of haste in the manner, 
but at that it is above average. Good rental item. $2.00 


Lewis, Flannery ABEL DAYTON 3/1 Macmillan 


Suns.Go Down and Brooks. Too Broad for. Leaping received an excellent press 
but only fair sales. This will probably have the same history. In all three in- 
stances, there is modicum of plot or action and the focus is on the internal rather 
than the external life. Abel Dayton is an adolescent boy, his world is a small one, 
living as he does at a southern California railroad junction, and going to. school in 
a small neighboring town, serving an apprenticeship in the pharmacy, experimenting 
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with love and life and thought. Then an accident causes the loss of a foot, and dur- 
ing months of pain he sees what he wants in the future, flying. It is a poignant, 
deft picture of adolescence, written with a remarkable prose style, fluid, poetic in 


its rhythms. Unfortunately, limited in market. $2.50 
August 28 
Baldwin, Faith WHITE MAGIC Farrar & Rinehart 


It's not topnotch Baldwin, but it has plenty of "swish" to compensate, in 
a glamorous setting (Sun Valley) for a romantic merry-go-round. There is skiing, 


a cougar hunt, an experience of being snowbound in the mountains - and some emotion-—- 

al entanglement in a foursome composed of a 30-year old financier, his young secre- 

tary, a 40-million dollar glamor girl, and a poor Austrian count. Rentals. $2.00 
August 29 

Large, E. C. ASLEEP IN THE AFTERNOON Holt 


One of these stunt-satires, which a limited few may like, but which we 
found chiefly head and little body, intellectualized spoofing, tedious except at its 
best. There is a novel within a novel, in which a chemical engineer lives on his 
savings in order to write a novel about a sleep-inducing machine. Chapter by chapter, 
progress, background, results —- makes the gist of the book. It is a take-off on 
modernisms, with faddists, effete literati, health culturists, pseudo-modernists et 


al. Not for a great many. $2.50 


August 31 
Haviland-Taylor, Katharine BACK ROADS Lippincott 


A year in the life of a kindly, upright country doctor, who gave up his 
dreams of Vienna, so that his brother could have his dreams, and who spent his life 
in a small town. There is conflict, even there, between the doctor and the local 
bigwig, a mean, petty autocrat, but the doctor wins through the good he does in the 
lives of others. Filled with homely truisms on the goodness of life and people, the 
selfless high quality of the doctor's calling. It is sticky in spots, repetitive, 


not for the smart set. But for the conservatives, away from the large cities, it is 
a sound item. Good branch library sustenance. $2.50 
kuptese??" | TrAen. 
Cy > a - 
Engstrand, Stuart David THEY SOUGHT FOR PARADISE Harper 
* Ambitious, hard-working, loving but somewhat inarticulate Nils cannot break 


the stranglehold the new reliégion has wound around his sweetheart, Helga, so he leaves 
the home he loves in Sweden, and goes to America, there to be part of but not one with 
the communal experiment Erik Jansson has launched. It is an extraordinary picture of 
one of the phases of American frontier life, one of the steps by which our country 
grew. It shows how fanatical frenzy (with a bit of sexual ecstasy on the side) can 
achieve miracles, work disaster, and enthrall thousands. Religion gone askew - and 
communal life with its dangers of thwarted and ingrown passions, Jansson blocked 

the marriage, mated Helga to one of his followers, thrust Nils forth. Nils married 
an American, was happy until disaster overtook him. Then he too came, temporarily, 


under the spell only to see his ideals shattered again. The book has power, it has 
some grand bits of writing and characterization. But it does not stand as a whole. 
$2.50 
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Perry, James Robert STARK SUMMER “~ pt Harper 


* A likeable and intelligent first novel about an unorthodox family in a two- 


bits Southern town, with some superior writing and incisive characterization. There 
wont be a big market for this novel, but the author will bear watching and a careful 
winnowing of your customers will find a number who will enjoy this. There is Gramp 
Calhoun, making the best of old age. There is his daughter-in-law, welding the 
family together. There are the three children, Walter, habitually drunk and violent; 
Pat who has a W P A teaching job and who has a fling with a youth she does not love 
and pays the price; there is Charlie, the best of the bunch, who comes back home to 
run the local paper, who falls in love and marries. It is not a big book, but it is 
worth reading, and worth watching. $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


July 1 
Brace, Timothy MURDER GOES TO THE WORLD'S FAIR Dutton 


Adams, wealthy crime sleuth, reappears in an up-to-tbe minute puzzle of 
two murders at the Fair. There are ten suspects, all employees, and Adam has to use 
himself as a bait to make the killer strike again and give him the proof he needs. 
Goodish, with timely appeal. $2.00 


July 10 


Ford, Leslie FALSE TO ANY MAN Scribner 


The old favorite trio in the spotlight again, until one begins to think 
that Alexandria and Georgetown must be filled with murder and sudden death, and that 
the charming little widow has a faculty for putting her nose into trouble. Once again 
she holds many of the clues, but conceals and confuses them, making it very difficult 
for her gruff admirer, the Colonel, and his devoted Sergeant Buck. This time the 
victim is well out of the way, and the killer is not suspect until the last. But 
somehow, the story isn't quite fair to the reader, nor are the motives quite clear. 


Leslie Ford has done better work than this. But she writes likeable yarns. $2.00 
July 28 
Eagby, George BIRD WALKING WEATHER Doubleday, Doran 


Good fun,’ even thought not the perfect baffler. Inspector Schmidt of the 
New York Police, runs into a mad household, two unreasonable women who do not make 
much sense, three murders, a lucky flier, a dead mouse and a greasepot. His thinking, 


minus the shoes that hurt his feet, puts the puzzle together. $2.00 
August 1 
Williams, Valentine THE FOX PROWLS Houghton, Mifflin 


Adventure plus - a bit of mystery with a rundown castle, a hidden treasure, 
a gang of international crooks, a rich American magnate and his daughter, and an 
officer of the British Intelligence, disguised as a crude chauffeur. An internation- 
al incident in the making is foiled by the B.I.0. Good suspense, plenty of action, 
better written than most, but not tops for Williams. $2.00 
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August 1 
Benjamin, Edla A WELL-BORN CORPSE Random House 


Thinnish find-the-killer tale minus sleuth or police. Mystery is unravell- 


ed by a dominant diabetic old lady intent on concealing the family scandals. Her grand- 


son's death turns out to be murder; suspects are numerous enough and motives more than 
adequate. A near flurry with death on the old lady's part hardens her determination 


for privacy, and she lets the killer go free. So-so. $2.00 
August 4 
Berkeley, Anthony DEATH IN THE HOUSE Doubleday, Doran 


Stuffy for Berkeley - not up to par. The Cabinet members are victims of a 
killer as one by one they attempt to introduce a bill resented by the India Separa- 
tists. The under-secretary to the Prime Minister appoints himself sleuth —- and event-— 


ually gets the gang. Reader sidetracked by a whopper red herring. $2.00 
Fetta, Emma Lou MURDER IN STYLE Doubleday, Doran 
. Group of New York career women implicated in two murders with a dress de- 


signer as the focus of the killer's further intent and of the romantic interest. The 
killing of the group's storm center provides material for a sprightly investigation 
of the women in various fields of interest. Though not top-ranking baffler it is 

well tailored entertainment. $2.00 


Seltzer, Charles Alden ARIZONA JIM Doubleday, Doran 


| Goodish Western, snappy pace and double romance. Story of Jim, tombstone 
gunner, sent by the governor in the disguise of a minister to clean up a bad man, 
cattle rustler and pursuer of a sweet young thing. A couple of killings - and Jim 


out-playing the villain with head, heart and hands. $2.00 
August 10 

Saxton, Mark DANGER ROAD Farrar & Rinehart 

* An ex-intelligence agent disappears during the war and his son decides to 


see what has gone awry. He is assisted by a young woman whose father had been asso- 
ciated with the missing man, and who had been killed. Nazi spy ring, secret plans 
for a bombsight, a war scandal, and eventually the young ones line up the gang, and 
turn them over to the F.B.I. Oppenheim toned down and stream lined. Good going. 
$2.00 


August 18 
Hanson, Virginia CASUAL SLAUGHTERS Doubleday, Doran 


Three murders on an Army post near Chicago, with Adam Drew and Kay Loring 
again sleuthing for the criminal, and continuing their romance. Series of holdups, 
with stripping of victim, strange dead man, kidnap ransom notes, murder of a trouble- 
making girl and her Russian friend, and an attack on Kay proceed in brisk fashion, 
clearing Kay's favorite suspect and cleaning up a federal investigation for kidnapp- 
ing. Good fun, from the outside looking in. $2.00 
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August 18 


Oppenheim, E. P. EXIT A DICTATOR Little, Brown 


Oppenheim flossier than ever and erring a bit on the hack side. All about 
Alexander, head of a tremendous movement to bring back a more conservative government 
to Russia, and of his beautiful spy love, Anna, working against a gang of butchers for 


the Soviet headman - outwitting them in the end. Wheeee. $2.00 
August 22 (_~ 
Ford, Bryant SHOW BUSINESS Dodd, Mead 


Goodish tough entertainment. Producer Murray, louse of the nth degree, is 
murdered, and his press agent Eenedict, ex-private detective, runs counter to police 
in solving this death and another, in his own way, covering quite a bit of Broadway 
territory and names. Varied gallery of suspects, rapid action and fair solution. 


$2.00 


Cameron, Donald Clough MURDER IS COMING Henry Holt 
Voss, criminologist-psychologist, receives a summons to investigate a hotbed 
brewing in a small New England factory town, where a triple murder eventually occurs. 
Labor troubles in the factory, and strife between proprietor and manager, plus person- 
al amours gone amuck, provide diverse motives. A fanatical minister is at the bottom 
of it all - and Voss gets him. Story end of it good - detection weakish. Only fair 
tale all in all. $2.00 


August 24 


Frome, David MR. PINKERTON AT THE OLD ANGEL Farrar & Rinehart 


Rabbity Mr. Pinkerton and the awe inspiring Inspector Bull keep each other 
fully occupied in the two murders occuring at an old inn in Rye. Mr. Pinkerton in 
incriminating situations, connected with the killing of a domineering husband and 
father, a grasping daughter-in-law, a debt ridden younger brother, and an older brother 
about to lose his inheritance. Inspector Bull is kindly and Pinkerton supplies infor- 
mation necessary to the solution. Leisurely, nice characters, and local history neat- 
ly inserted. $2.00 


NON -FICTION 


NOTE 


I think this collection of non-fiction items marks the low water mark of all time. 
Nothing for the MUST BOOKS section. Little even for special notice. Just a dead 

level of general books of no particular distinction or merit. And a large group of 
odds and ends, left over from Spring lists, and dumped on our doorsteps, to which we 
have given a line or so merely for matter of record - ours and yours. Here's to the 
next fortnight producing a few giants to make up for the pygmies this time... Please 
don't misunderstand me. Some of the titles reported below have a very definite place ~ 
fill very definite needs — but they are not books that are good general trade books, 
with a few, a very few, exceptions. So check them over, with your own clientele in 


mind, and see where you can use what there is to offer. 


EXCEPTIONS:- Neill James' PETTICOAT VAGABOND AMONG THE NOMADS (Scribner); Oland Rus- 
sell's THE HOUSE OF MITSUI (Little, Brown) and Florinsky's TOWARD AN UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE U.S.S.R. (Macmillan) deserve a bit of special attention. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


July 5 
Smith, T.V. & Taft, Robert A. FOUNDATIONS OF DEMOCRACY Knopf 













The Democratic representative from Texas and the Republican senator from 
Ohio lock horns in debate over Columbia network. This is the collection of the thir- 
teen speeches, and they read surprisingly well, though at times T. V. Smith waxes a 
bit flowery, and Robert Taft hammers overmuch on the same note, All in all it is an 
honest and courageous example of how two men with sharply differing viewpoints can 
present opposing sides with comparatively little acrimony, each yielding some points 
to the other side, but standing by their own guns, and developing their positions 
clearly and concisely. They cover subjects in the public interest — the Constitution, 
the Legislative bodies, the Executive, the Courts, Spending, the States, Social Se- 
curity, the Wagner Act, Foreign Relations, the American farmer, etc. Documents of 
national interest are given in the Appendix for reference. Particularly important in 
view of the possible candidacy for Republican nomination - as a way of studying Taft's 




























political creed. $2.50 
dy aes Sf if Ccte per +— n | = 

Doten, Hazel & Boulard, Constance FASHION DRAWING Harper 

This is definitely a how-to-do book, and "valuable as such." Two instruct- 


ors of the Traphagen School of Fashion, now owners of a fashion studio, present the 

details of procedure, techniques of drawing figures and fabrics, conveying sense of 

color in black and white, using actual color, and designing textiles. Some space is 

given to the history of costume. Some to the creation of effective poster designs. 

And the last part of the book gives due recognition to the importance of style, suita~- 
ee bility, the sale of designs and drawings - and a glossary of terms. Fully illustrated. 

Excellent book for those interested in adapting commercial art to practical needs. 


$4.00 L~ 





Downey, Sheridan PENSIONS OR PENURY? l Harper 


The United States Senator from California puts forward an eloquent plea for 
the Townsend Plan in some revised form as a substitute for the present Social Security 
Act. His plea rests on the importance of assuring a future to old age, and increasing 
the flow of purchasing power for the aid of industry. Frankly, I don't think he would 


convince anyone who was not already inclined towards his type of pension. $1.00 & 
July 10 
James, Neill PETTICOAT VAGABOND AMONG THE NOMADS Scribner 


This is of more limited interest than its predecessor, for Neill James’ 
wanderings are confined to that section of the Scandinavian countries beyond the 
Arctic Circle. Granted these limitations (and assuming that the world is not vitally 
interested in this remote district, frequently miscalled Lapland), it is nonetheless 
entertaining reading, from the sheltered porch, and will help cool one off on the 
hottest July day. Anecdotal, amusing, intensely human, and in no sense literary, 
this is both good travel and a revealing picture of the people and their way of life. 
At times one feels that she repeats herself; perhaps that is inevitable, in a region 
that cannot offer wide variety. But she has adventures enough to vary any possible 


Pa monotony - and she has a seeing eye and a sympathetic ear and an overwhelming curios-— 
ity. $2.75 
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July y& 24 


McWilliams, Carey FACTORIES IN THE FIELD Little, Brown 


Here is the background of California's agricultural picture, and the story 
of migratory farm labor, and what it means, not only to the state, but to industry at 
large. The author traces the change from ordinary farming to industrial farming, he 
shows how the vast land empires and monopolies came into being (such as the Miller- 
Lux land empire). He follows the downward path to failure of the Kaweah Co-operative 
Colony. He goes back to the beginnings of the problems of racial minorities, with the 
roots in the importation and use of Oriental cheap labor, and the culmination today in 
the influx of dust-bowl farmer refugees. From wheat to fruit, with sugar beets and 
wine grapes as important factors, he gives the picture of California's agriculture 
riches. A fertile ground for labor disorders, California has organized her farmers 
and growers to combat the organizations of migratory workers, and has successfully 
opposed land settlement projects, migratory government camps, and made a scandal of 
the relief rolls. It is not a flattering picture of this glamorous state, and it 


might be viewed as a source book for Steinbeck's Grapes of Wrath. $2.50 
July 17 —— 
Garratt, G. T. GIBRALTER AND THE MEDITERRANEAN Coward, McCann 


Largely historical, this volume presents the past and present status of 
Gibralter and its strategic position in relation to recent events and the probable 
developments in the future. A book for students of world matters, but too limited 
in scope (though not in implications) for the average layman. $2.50 ~~ 


Birkeland, Joran BIRCHLAND: A Journey Home to Norway Dutton 


The translator of the Gosta af Geijerstam books tells of her own journey to 
Norway in leisurely, gently appreciative manner. Her parents had emigrated from 
Norway to America, to become Montana farmers. In youth, Joran broke away, and return- 
ed to visit the home of her people, going from Oslo to Trondheim to Byneset. The book 
abounds in bits of historical and cultural background, with present day life in Norway 
as she stays now in a rectory, now on a small farm, now in city, now in country. It is 
an inside intimate homey picture - not a sightseeing guide. $2.50 


Announcing for July 20 V/ 


Shepardson, Whitney & THE UNITED STATES IN WORLD AFFAIRS Harper 
Scropes, Wm O. 


An annual, presenting an account of American Foreign Relations in 1938. $3.00 'Y 


July 24 


Maynard, Theodore APOSTLE OF CHARITY: The Life of St. Vincent de Paul Dial 


Maynard's name is familiar to Catholic audiences as lecturer, teacher, author. 
This is a restrained biography of the 17th century priest, "the most positive and effi- 
cient organizer the world has ever seen." In spite of a preference for simple parish 
work, he was appointed to serve as almoner and chaplain in several royal houses, and 
to enlist their financial aid and personal assistance in his two great projects:- the 
founding of the Fathers of the Mission and of the Daughters of Charity. He played a 
vital part in all sorts of reform projects of his period. A book for limited sales, 
chiefly through religious channels. $3.00 

















June 15, 1939 Non-fiction - 235 - 


July 28 


Jacks, G.V. & Whyte, R.O. VANISHING LANDS Doubleday, Doran 


There have been a number of excellent books on our own problem of soil 
erosion and "deserts on the march" - but here is a book which opens one's eyes to 
the fact of its being a world problem. Africa, Australia and New Zealand, China, 
India and Japan - all are faced with the problem in different degrees, and in all 
some measure of relief is being sought. Vanishing Lands approaches the subject 
scientifically, and is an exhaustive study on the causes, the forms it takes, the 
results economically, physically and socially - and the probable futures. Various 
types of conservation are discussed, pros and cons presented. A book for a sharply 


defined market, but within those limitations, a book that meets every need. $4.00 
July 28 
Stefansson, Vilhjalmur ICELAND Doubleday, Doran 


Stefansson gives here a fairly comprehensive picture of a country little 
known to the average American. Its history, religious and social background. Today's 
administration, education, literature, public health, social conditions, agriculture 
and industry, and the cooperative movement. Finally, a brief guide for tourists as 
to what to see and where to go, with brief comment on the role of Icelanders in America. 
Well documented, but too definitely on the instructive side to appeal to the fireside 


traveler. Sell purely as an informative handbook. $3.50 
August 4 
Dix, Dorothy HOW TO WIN AND HOLD A HUSBAND Doubleday, Doran 


The headliner in advice to the lovelorn and troubled souls tells you all 
about love and marriage. A pretty skimpey job, with repetition, but there is plenty 
of sound counsel. Love the great cure-all; how to tell when you are in love; attri- 
butes of a wife, of a husband; how to attract and how to hold; growing old gracefully; 
divorce and alimony; the other woman; the cost of free love, etc. The great army of 
her admirers are evidence of her appeal, so perhaps there is a market for the book! 
And there's a foreword by Dale Carnegie, to make it all cozy. $1.98 


August—3@ 0 / Seplem ber WO 
Abrams, Charles REVOLUTION IN LAND Harper 


This book is, in the last analysis, much more than a book on Land and the 
changing place it takes in the American picture. First, there is an historical sur- 
vey of the various phases of the land question, from early throwing off the yoke of 
the English system, through the homesteading phase, to the boom days of the war and 
its aftermath - all background for the collapse of land values and the problem of 
the over-expansion of the farmers. Then the balancing of urban and rural develop- 
ment, the changes in ownership and tenancy relations, the various measures used by 
the New Deal to palliate the crying needs. The good sides and the bad - objectively 
appraised. The existing proposals and the possible futures of housing and land 
utilization analyzed, and the presentation of what the author considers the way out. 
As consultant to the U.S. Housing Authority, he speaks from a practical as well as 
a theoretical experience. Again a book for a special market - but first rate in its 
field. $3.00 
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August 10 4 


Rautenstrauch, walter WHO GETS THE MONEY? Harper 


A new book to take the place of the book of the same title in 1934. A 
careful analysis of the workings of our national economy, showing that it depends on 
who has access to the raw materials, who decides on the tools as means of production, 
and how the claims to goods produced shall be apportioned. He questions the adequacy 
of the profit motive, and presents his program for better methods of creating and 
distributing goods through more intelligent cooperative processes. A thoughtful book. 

$1. 50 


August 15 


Whitaker, John T. AMERICAS TO THE SOUTH Macmillan 


This bears many resemblances to Katherine Carr's South American Primer (See 
May 15th issue, page 196 -— published by Reynal & Hitchcock, 6/16), is a bit more scare- 
heady but contains the same prescription for a more interested, friendly and coopera- 
tive understanding on the part of North America, in order to insure a united front. 
Again an interpretative study of the countries to the South, including Mexico; current 
problems and prominent characters, straws indicating which way the wind blows; emphasis 
on the fascist countries' colonization policies. Both books are good, both readable, 
intelligent, filled with human interest bits, .sound in factual content. The Carr is 


more conservative; the Whitaker more extreme. $2.50 
August 16 

Russell, QOland THE HOUSE OF MITSUI | Little, Brown 

* History of the famous, wealthy Mitsui family of Japan, which makes good 


reading for its legendary beginnings, its weaknesses strengthened by the policy of 
adoption into the family of coming young men, its power enhanced by absorption of 
competitive factors. The Mitsuis rose from rather humble beginnings in breweries, 
pawnshops, money lenders to merchandising, banking, trading companies and mining, 
until they have become one of the most influential and powerful clans in Japan. Rami- 
fications of the current interests, the characters of the family today, their life, 
education, travel - and what their future seems to be, with the trends in Japan un- 
favorable to "Greedy Capitalists." Good business man's reading - of the climb to 
material eminence of one great Japanese family. Unusual in its material and dis- 
tinctive in the field of industrial family biographies. $4,00 


August—is 7/2 
Kluckholn, Frank L. THE MEXICAN CHALLENGE Doubleday, Doran 


A story of the current changes in Mexico and an investigation of the Amer- 
ican attitude toward Mexican affairs. Thorough resume of oil expropriations, land 
problems, labor and its controlling factors, the character of Cardenas, his aides, 
his generals, state and church rélations, totalitarian intrigue, the questionable 
benefits accruing from the new regime. He concludes that there are six practical 
types of policies for America to follow, but that revolution is Mexico's fate and 
uncertainty her crime. The author was expelled from Mexico and his post as corres- 
pondent for the N. Y. Times in February last, is inevitably somewhat biased in his 
interpretation, though exact in his use of factual material. $2.50 
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August 21 
Partridge, Bellamy COUNTRY LAWYER: The Story of My Father. Whittlesey 


A nice family picture - with somewhat the appeal that The Rectory Family had, 
with the focus this time on a lawyer's place in the community. The life - the cases - 
of the author's father as a lawyer in the town of Phelps, New York. How he came to 
settle there, how he won friendship and trust of his neighbors, how he conducted his 
cases in and out of court. He is a distinctive figure, this lawyer who practised 50 
years in one town; he brought tolerance and adaptability to the problems he had to meet. 
A book which older men will find especially interesting. The Country Doctor market. 

$2.75 


August 23 


Nock, Albert Jay HENRY GEORGE Morrow 


Clearcut, careful evaluation of the man and his work, written especially for 
the Henry George Centenary Year, which is a sincere tribute to the essential goodness 
of the man and the power of his thinking. Traces the influence of poverty and jobless- 
ness on his philosophy, his conditioning by the type of society in which he lived, and 
the importance of his writings. There is a careful examination of the right and wrong 


of his thinking and the misunderstarding he had of many things. Intelligent reading 


and a fresh reappraisal. $2.50 


August 24 / 


Heard, Gerald PAIN, SEX AND TIME Harper 


Heard is an authority on sociological history. This is the study of man's 
evolution to the present, with suggestion of the paths he must tread in the future. 
His thesis is that man has evolved through two stages, the one physical, the other 
technical, and that he has reached completion along these lines. Now he must develop 
psychically, and his present inner conflict is responsible for the confusion of the 
world today. Society is composed of a mass of individual neuroses - unresolved. 
Heard traces the role of the evolution of consciousness through Greek, Hebrew, Egyp-— 
tian cultures; then shows how by various techniques, both individual and group, this 


evolution can be accomplished today. Not a book for one's lighter moments. $3.00 
Perkins, A.J.G. & FRANCES WRIGHT, FREE INQUIRER 1 Harper 
Wolfson, Theresa “ty 


A definitive biography of the free thinker and humanitarian, Panny Wright, who 
was at the helm in many liberal movements in the 19th century. Moody, self—willed, 
with a Byronic streak of morbid egotism and rebellion, A protege of Bentham and 
adoptive child of Lafayette whom she knew extremely well. Her second visit to Amer- 
ica determined her in making it her future home. Her first famous experiment was 
that of Nashoba, a plantation where she attempted to eradicate the color lines, and 
under the influence of Robert Owen, to establish a community of blacks and whites 
destined to work in perfect accord. It failed through mismanagement, but not until 
she became the target for attacks on "free love." Then she came on to New York, 
where she established a Hall of Science for liberals, and launched a paper called 
The Free Enquirer, which developed into a small political party movement. At 35, she 
married a man considerably -older, whom she did not love, to give her unborn child a 
name. After a number of years of retirement, she returned to politics and lecturing, 
preferring these to family discord, and she died "in harness", very suddenly. A com— 
prehensive piece of documentation; and a sturdy and interesting biography, with how- 
ever, small chance for big sales. $3.50 
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BRIEF NOTES ON BELATED BOOKS 


Published 










Lehmann-Haupt, Hellmut THE BOOK IN AMERICA Bowker 


This is an important reference book for public libraries, school and college 
libraries -— an exceedingly useful and competent survey of books, their production and 
distribution, from the Colonial Days to the present. There is a vast amount of sound 
fact, a good deal that stimulates the imagination. Perhaps there was no place for a 
more dramatic handling of the material, but one can see where this might have been 
made livelier reading. However, it is a serious study, done in collaboration with 
Ruth Shepard Granniss and Lawrence C. Wroth -- a work that was needed. $6.00 

































Donald PAINTINGS ON PARADE Hale, Cushman & Flint 


168 artists and 302 paintings are included in this handbook of the eight 
western schools of art. A reference book which gives a birdseye view of the facts 


Jenks, 





of the painters' lives, and descriptions of representative paintings. $1.50 
Saroyan, William MY HEART'S IN THE HIGHLANDS Harcourt, Brace 
In book form, the play that had a short run on Broadway. $2.00 
Buhler, Charlotte THE CHILD AND HIS FAMILY Harper 
Of interest only to training child psychologists who might find it a good 
© springboard for similar investigation and correlation of findings in parent-child re- 


lationships. Based on observations in individual homes, a study of the mutual rela- 
tions within the family environment. Emphasizes fact that data should be considered 
merely as incentive for further investigations. $2.50 


Lohrke, Eugene & Arline NIGHT OVER ENGLAND Harrison—Hilton 


Nicely turned - this impressionistic handling of the September crisis as 
experienced by two Americans living in Sussex. The crisis serves as a pivot for a 
discussion of the English people today. A slim book, with nothing startlingly new, 
but intelligently and sensitively written. Second publication of a new house. $2.00 


American Guide Series HERE'S NEW ENGLAND Houghton, Mifflin 
Along the coast line of New England; inland to her lakes and woods, her 

mountains and her river valleys. "A guide to vacationaland!" $1.00 

McGown, Pearl K. THE DREAMS BENEATH DESIGN Bruce Humphries 


A story of the history and background of the designs of hooked rugs. A book 
you might overlook in your list of available material for the decorator and the an- 


tique hunter. Good vacation item. Fully illustrated. $2.00 

Taylor, F. Sherwood THE MARCH OF MIND Macmillan 
© A short history of science, not for the scientist but for the layman who 

wants a birdseye view of the progress made over the centuries, and who cares nothing 


for the technical aspects of the matter. $3.00 
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Maverick, Maury IN BLOOD AND INK Modern Age 


Defeat in his campaign for re-election to Congress did not mark the end for 
Maverick, who has just been elected mayor of San Antonio. His possibilities as a 
candidate of the future gives added interest to his interpretation of the Bill of 
Rights, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and other documents of 
national interest. Through this medium he gives one a quick survey of our country's 
history, and shows how vital a part these documents have played in our history and 
our thinking. And it shows Maverick as a political philosopher of no mean dimensions. 
The volume contains the actual text of the various documents. Paper - - -—- $ .75 
(Also available in Starling Press edition, cloth bound at $2.50) 


Rector, George DINING IN NEW YORK WITH RECTOR Prentice Hall 

A chatty guide to restaurants of every type, with a famous restaurateur as 
courier. Addresses - prices - specialties - personalities. $2.50 
Rand McNally's GUIDE TO NEW YORK CITY AND ENVIRONS Rand McNally 


Somewhat revised and brought up to date. Maps and illustrations. Now $ .25 


Late June 


Wolcott, Imogene, ed. THE YANKEE COOK BOOK ©-/9-29 Coward, McCann 


* Not a book to inspect when you are hungry, for it will drive you a bit daft 
with longing for the good things therein. Six New England states have contributed 

560 recipes, and there is the intimate flavor of New England in the accompanying text, 

the bits of food lore, the personality sketches, the essays by famous New Englanders, 

the amusing essays and the entertaining glossary and quizes. A unique cookbook - 

in a year when cookbooks are in top form. $2.50 


Florinsky, Michael T. TOWARD AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE U.S.S.R. Macmillan 


This should be a "Must Book" for everyone who visits the Soviet building at 
the N. Y. World's Fair! For here is the clearest presentation of the background of 
Old Russia and the successive changes of government from that period to the present. 
An objective study that makes onerealize the tremendous problems, the numerous fail- 
ures, the extraordinary achievements. Governmental planning and its attendant bur- 
eaucracy is thoroughly analyzed, and the fact accepted that the "machine" is firmly 
entrenched and - with its purges and horrors and its special privileges, displaying 
the worst forms known to capitalistic states. A book that shows the best and the 


worst and the middle ground; not easy reading but valuable for an honest appreciation. 
$2.50 


Thompson, Flora LARK RISE Oxford 


Reminiscences of an Oxfordshire hamlet, purely agricultural, where wages 
were low, families large, and the old ways held sway. Contact with the world came 
through daughters "in service" ~ or local politics. The tone of the memories is a 
happy one, in spite of poverty. Portrait of a time past, leisurely, nostalgic, with 
entertaining sidelights on English country ways. An English Country Kitchen! $3.50 


Federal Writers Project NEW YORK CITY GUIDE - Vol. II Random House 

Vol. I was a large scale interpretation of the city. Vol. II is a complete 
guide, covering each of the § boroughs, with wealth of factual material, and a separate 
chapter on the World's Fair, [Illustrated with 39 maps, 170 photographs. [ndex.$3.00 
(Two volumes boxed —- $5.00) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 








Doubleday, Doran 







Gibson, Hugh - BELGIUM - from 7/14 to 7/28 187 
Maugham, W. S., Ed. - TELLERS OF TALES - from 7/14 to 6/23 180 
Pratt, F. —- ROAD TO EMPIRE — from 7/14 to 7/28 196 
Sheean, Vincent ~ NOT PEACE BUT A SWORD — from 6/23 to 7/28. price from 

$3.00 to $2.75 165 
Wodehouse, P. G. — UNCLE FRED IN THE SPRINGTIME - from 6/23 to 8/4 201 











Farrar & Rinehart 
Marcu, V. — ACCENT ON POWER - from indefinite to 9/11 52 











Putnam 
de Harsanyi, Z. - THE STAR GAZER -— Postponed until October ? Fall Book of 
the Month Club Selection 












Scribner 
Merrick, E. 







- FROST AND FIRE - Definite date 7/17 





Simon & Schuster 















Albert, K. - REMEMBER VALERIE MARCH - Price from $2.50 to $2.00 161 
Blake, William - THE PAINTER AND THE LADY — Definite date 7/12 203 
Fadiman, C., Ed. - I BELIEVE - Postponed to 7/25 208 
@ Fast, Howard - CONCEIVED IN LIBERTY - from 6/15 to 6/26 161 
Stokes 
Scheinfeld, Amram - YOU AND HEREDITY - from indefinite to Fall. Price from 
23.75 to $3.00 583 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JULY 1ST TO 15TH 


July 6 - Meloney, F. - STRANGE VICTORY (Farrar & Rinehart) 192 
July 10 - James, Neill - PETTICOAT VAGABOND AMONG THE NOMADS (Scribner) 233 
July 13 - Long, Max - MURDER BETWEEN DARK AND DARK (Lippincott) 194 
July 14 ~ Arlen, Michael - THE FLYING DUTCHMAN (Doubleday, Doran) 180 
- Babson, Naomi Lane — ALL THE TOMORROWS (Reynal & Hitchcock) 177 
~ Godden, R. -— BLACK NARCISSUS (Little, Brown) 190 
- Reilly, Helen - ALL CONCERNED NOTIFIED (Doubleday, Doran) 194 
— Turpin, W. E. - O CANAAN (Doubleday, Doran) 202 


Add to Your. June 15th to July ist Calendar. 





June 30 - O'Brien, Edw. J.,Ed. - THE 50 BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES (Houghton, 
Mifflin) - Literary Guild 
for July 















TIN FROM 





SOOR RSHOp SubICe 4.39 EK ee Street 


es 
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SUMMER JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT - No. 2 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Hall, Rosalye ANIMALS TO AFRICA Holiday House 


Nonsense tale told in pictures and captions, of two small boys whose last 
week before leaving for Africa was filled with adventures resulting in acquiring two 
pigeons, a skye terrior, a lamb, two raccoons and a tired cab horse. What they would 
have found if they hadn't been warned against any new animals by their father, might 
make another story. Good fun, but not exceptional. Pictured by Fritz Eichenberg. 


$1.50 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 
Boyle, Kay THE YOUNGEST CAMEL Little, Brown 
the 


Parts of it are very beautiful; parts of it seem set in a wrong key; 
whole leaves an impression of an elaborate fable, meant more for adults than for chil- 
dren, but assuredly a book to be introduced to children by adults. It is the story of 


the training in loneliness of the "youngest camel" - and of the distractions and tempta- 


tions that almost destroyed him, until he learned that he must be polite and modest. 
$2. 56— 


(8/16) 
Cc-o 
FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books. 


Alessios, Alison Baigrie ROUND THE MULBERRY HILL Longmans, Green 


The story is of secondary interest, for the real story is in the picture of 
the seasonal round on a farm where the children take their share of responsibility and 
have their share of work and fun. The animals and their care occupy an important place 
in the foreground and there is good content material on animal husbandry and the source 
of food which should make this a useful book in progressive schools. The vocabulary is 


keyed to eight and nine year olds. [Illustrated by Alma Wentzel Froderstrom. (8/9) 
$1.50 


Brock, Emma A PRESENT FOR AUNTIE Knopf 


A primer with a story that will tickle the youngest readers’ funnybones. 
Some may feel that Emma Brock has made it an amusing story and ignored (mercifully) 
all chance of making it a moral tale. Others will feel that JoMn gets away with his 
selfish choice of his auntie's present too easily, as he samples the colors in the 


crayons, licks the chocolate rabbit, breaks the bubble pipe, and ends by securing a 


ten cent whistle which he promises to loan her when she needs it. Illustrated by 
author. (7/5) $1.00 
Eée, Nezahet Nevrettin TURGUT LIVES IN TURKEY Longmans, Green 


Factual background of life in modern Turkey in the story of the friendship 
of two boys and of how the country boy and the city boy shared experiences, learned 
to know their own country better and enriched each other's lives. Excellent picture 


of the place children are taking in this old-young country. And a good story. (8/2) 
$1.50 


—- 241 = 
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Gibson, Katherine CINDERS Longmans Green 


° The story of what happened to Cinderella's coachman when the fairy god- 
mother neglected to turn him back into a mouse. How he got a job in the Prince's 
stables and helped the Prince win the war that made him King. Charmingly told and 
with a real sense of the vital elements in a fairy tale, a nonchalance about make- 
believe which most modern fairy tale spinners lack. Illustrated by Vera Brock, (8/16) 
$1.50 


Wood, Esther SILK AND SATIN LANE Longmans, Green 


* A charming little story of a Chinese girl, Chingling, who gets into all sorts 
of trouble, but manages to make a place for herself with the uncle who thought he only 
wanted her brother. Good picture of life on the streets of a Chinese city. A good 
companion story to Met L1 by Thomas Handforth (which is my choice for the Caldecott 
medal for picture books which is due to be announced within the week). Illustrated 

by Kurt Wiese. (8/23) $1.50 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


McKown, Gretchen & ALL THE DAYS WERE ANTONIA'S Viking 
Gleeson, Florence 


* A pioneer story which is almost first rate. It is hard to analyze the 
reason that at times the story limps a bit, at times it seems somewhat amateurish, 
for most of the story is well-paced and well-told. A convincing picture of Deadwood 
City in its lawless days and of the beginnings of the Vigilante activities which 
brought some measure of law and order and made it a community safer for Tony and her 
mother and the other women. Tony was a charmer — with a will of her own, and she 
wrote her own laws when it suited her, but proved her mettle when it was needed. 
Illustrated by Zhenya Gay. Junior Guild choice for August. (7/28) $2.00 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - le's 


Albee, William & Beardsley KANGUK, A BOY OF BERING STRAIT 


s Kanguk could draw his boyhood memories better than he could write them, so 
he drew the pictures and told his story to sympathetic ears, and here isthe result. 
Live source material on the life of Eskimos at the point farthest west, of the ways 
in which an Eskimo boy is trained for manhood, of his hunting and fishing, his sports 


and his games, and of how each step prepared him for necessities of maturity. (8/16) 
$2.50" 
co 


Little, Brown 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS - Fictton 


BLACK RAIN Longmans, Green 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee 
A story of the siege of Detroit, during the period round and about the French- 

Indian wars. Pontiac, brilliant strategist among Indians of lesser calibre, succeeded 

in bringing to their knees virtually all the settlements east of Detroit, along the 

Canadian line, but Detroit held, not through numbers, but through sheer grit. Here is 

a story of the young brother of the British Commandant, and of his chum, a boy of 

French parentage, with an Irish step-father, and of the exciting part they played, the 

complications they projected into the situation and the way in which they escaped. 

Good adventure, though the long arm of coincidence is a bit strained. (8/23) $2.00 
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Bolton, Ivy TENNESSEE OUTPOST Longmans, Green 


I do not feel that this measures up to her previous books. The picture it 
draws of the frontier may have factual ground, but seems a bit too sophisticated to 
ring true. The story contributes this much - it presents a graphic aspect of the 
struggles between the colonists and the Spanish for possession of the Mississippi and 
the land to the east of it. But the plot - while good reading of its kind- depends 
almost solely on such contrivances as overheard conversations, for motivation, and 
this wears thin after repetition. The story revolves around the experiences of a boy, 
branded a coward because he ran away under fire in a mismanaged attack against the 
Indians, and of his chance on the "Tennessee outpost" to make good the faith of Wash- 
ington. (8/16) $2.00 


Darby, Ada Claire YONDER THE GOLDEN GATE Stokes 


I like Miss Darby's stories about girls better than her stories about boys, 
and this is no exception. While it is an excellent picture of the muddy early days of 
San Francisco, the wild turmoil of the gold rush, the ups and downs (chiefly downs) of 
those who staked their all on finding a goldmine, there is nothing particularly new in 
the twists and turns of fortune in the experiences of 15-year old Joe, and one has a 
feeling of having read it all many times before. (8/10) $2.00 


Hoffine, Lyla WHITE BUFFALO: A Story of the Northwest Fur. Trade Longmans, Green 


Jerry Adams and his dog, Shep, were accredited members of the expedition 
organized by "the Black Spaniard,” Manuel Lisa, to secure for himself the rights to 
the fur trade in the newly opened Northwest Territory, in 1807. With an oddly assort- 
ed crew and hunters and voyageurs drawn from survivors of the Lewis and Clark expedi- 
tion, he set out with a 20-ton keelboat. The facts are based on actual records, though 
Jerry and Shep are fictitious characters. Good historical fiction, though Jerry's 


escapes are not always wholly credible. (@#tS) $2.00 
fo- ¥f 

Long, Laura HANNAH COURAGEOUS : Longmans, Green 

* This is a good one. The background of the story is, in part, the under- 


ground railway, and the part played in it by the Quakers of New Albion, a community 
where opinion on slavery was sharply divided, due to the infiltration of slave owners 
and the constant struggle to maintain the Quaker viewpoint. Hannah was born a Quaker, 
but she had a healthy spark of the "devil" and the "world" in her, and loved pretty 
things and was apt with her pencil. Into her horizon, almost simultaneous with her 
brother becoming one of the agents of the Underground, comes a lovely girl from the 
South, daughter of an old friend of her mother's, who married "outside of Meeting" - 
and this brings the problems of slavery very much to the foreground. It is a good 
tale, well told, and the background and the characters are fresh to most readers. 
There is enough of romance to appeal to the upper brackets of this age group; enough 
of adventure for those who demand that. (8/15) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Kiernan, R. H. BADEN-POWELL McKay 


A competent but uninspired job - this biography of the originator of the 
Scout movement. There is everything in the figure of Baden-Powell to make a glamorous 
story, but the author, in an insistence on holding the story within the bounds of cold 
facts, has given his readers an encyclopedic resume of a life, crammed with adventure 
and story. Baden-Powell at no moment emerges other than a figure on which the facts 


are hung. And yet his place in the Scout picture, insures a reasonably wide sale. 
(publ. ) $1.25 
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Parton, Mary Field METROPOLIS Longmans, Green 


. This emerges from the full ranks of books on New York City this year as 
something quite different and first rate in its own field. Instead of being simply 
another guide, this book will give the junior reader a real insight into how a city 

is run ~- not only New York, but any large city, though the facts are drawn from New 
York. The form of city government, the various departments (health, police, fire, 
etc.) the facilities and industries of the city. Then a section devoted to old houses, 
famous in history and typical each of its own period. Visits to markets, a laundry, a 
newspaper — each showing the facts behind the front. A book which should be required 
reading in every city school. Illustrated with photographs. a $2.00 
8/3 


Wulff, Lee LET'S GO FISHING Stokes 


This is a how-to-do book for boys who want to know some of the fine points 
of fishing, but who cannot afford the expense of professional equipment. The opening 
chapters cover the general initial steps, tackle, bait (kinds and method of use). Then 
come individual chapters on different types of fishing (for trout, for bass, for pick- 
erel, for bullheads, and so on). Good groundwork book, which should be supplemented 
by an experienced fisherman who can demonstrate the handling of rod and line. (8/10) 


$1.25 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Provines, Mary Virginia BRIGHT HERITAGE . Longmans, Green 
* The best vocational book in the field of library work that I have found. 


And a good story as well. California is the ideal background for a library story, as 
the experience can be well-rounded and include a county library as well as city lib- 
rary experience. There is at no point in the story a sense of the facts about lib- 
rary work being dragged in - nor is the touch of romance out of key with the factual 
groundwork. A book which should fill a real need, practical, inspirational and inter- 


esting. (8/30) $2.00 
Playfair, Robert §S. FULLER AT HARVARD Houghton, Mifflin 
* A son of one of Harvard's stars is a hard luck kid and seems to fumble the 


chances that come to him. You can't help liking him, in spite of his hard luck and 
bad judgment. A disastrous football season - involvement in a class scandal ~— and 
suddenly, he finds himself by playing hockey (ice) with a crowd of "townies". He can 
be himself, his father forgotten, and there he is discovered by the Harvard coach and 
brought into the place he belongs. The author very evidently knows his footfall and 
his hockey, and presents an authentic picture of the young collegian. Well written - 
well paced. (2425) oo $2.00 


Sampson, Arthur THE TWO QUARTERBACKS Houghton, Mifflin 


The old story of the star who is so good that he is kept on the team in spite 
of conceit, arrogance and ill temper. He is an all round cad, and ignores the contri- 
bution made by the good old senior who is the brains behind him. The story is good 
football, the detail and technique are sound. But the sudden reform over night of the 
cad is a bit hard to take, and the story fails to click. (aff) 9-5 $2.00 


Stackpole, Edouard MUTINY AT MIDNIGHT Morrow 


Cyrus Hussey, of Nantucket, to prove to himself that he is not a coward, 
signs on the whaleship Globe as cooper's assistant, witnesses a bloody mutiny, tries 
to re-seize the ship, and is stranded in the South Seas. Seagoing yarn with plenty 
of adventurous trimmings and courage found to combat fear. (7/19) $2.00 
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FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Hutchins, Frank W. & WASHINGTON AND THE LAFAYETTES Longmans, Green 
Cortelle 


Sound factual book with careful attention to details of period and charac-— 
ters, but somehow it lacks any spark of inspiration. In the picture of George Wash- 
ington and his relations with the elder Lafayette, just at the moment of their parting, 
and of the young Lafayette, during his years in the new United States, one gets the 
facts, but little or no sense of the personalities. There was enough adventure in 
young Lafayette's life to make this a grand bit of fact as exciting as fiction. As it 
stands, although it is a competent piece of research and fills a gap in the knowledge 
of the period, it is not a book that will inspire reading for sheer pleasure. (8/9) 


$2.50 
Robinson, Mable L. RUNNERS OF THE MOUNTAIN TOPS Random House 
* (Sorry the report on this is so late. Galleys received at virtually time of 


publication). This is the life story of Louis Agassiz and of: more general interest 
than its publication as a book for older boys and girls would indicate. Agassiz, whose 
contribution to the world was greater than his books on science and the fame they 
brought him, for he revolutionized the methods of teaching, and brought science to life, 
within the bounds of everyone's interest and enthusiasm. His boyhood in Switzerland, 
his struggles for adequate schooling in his chosen field, his years of research and 
writing and teaching, culminating in his coming to Harvard where the name still stands 
for science alive. (J.L.G. for July). Decorative drawings by Lynd Ward. Eight plates 
in full color from Agassiz' own work. Plus sale for adults. $3.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Non-fiction 


Beard, Daniel Carter HARDLY A MAN IS NOW ALIVE Doubleday, Doran 


(Reported in issue of May ist. See page 186 for full report). The head of 
the Boy Scout movement in this country tells of a long and active life, from a Tom 
Sawyerish boyhood contemporaneous with the Civil War, of training for Civil Engineer- 
ing, of travel, of work with magazines, of experiences with people along the way - 
and finally, of the Boy Scouts. Entertaining, leisurely reminiscences, good Americana, 
with an appeal wider than the Scout market. (7/28) $3.00 


Holdridge, Desmond NORTHERN LIGHTS Viking 


(Reported in issue of April ist. See page 147 for full report). Not for 
the swashbuckling adventure audience, but for those who like outdoor books with lots 
of atmosphere. Holdridge turns back the pages and writes of his first major venture, 
a cruise the length of Labrador in the smallest boat to sail the Hudson Strait. He 
was 18, untutored, foolhardy, but one of his companions had more practical experience. 
Nonetheless, there were all sorts of errors in navigation, and misadventures. The in- 
terest in the story depends chiefly on the freshness and restraint in the telling, the 
atmosphere, places they visit, stories that are told, close shaves and youthful en- 
thusiasm. [Illustrated. (7/10) $2.75 


NOTE 


Our plan is to skip juveniles in the July ist issue, but we may weaken. At the moment 
we have covered all available material to be published before September ist. 





